
Testimonials are Us 

Ramping UP for God 

Statistics can be such a bore until they are helping 

to tell the story of God’s servants changing lives. 

Since July 2009 Centenary’s members have been 

building ramps for the disabled in our church, 

community,  and beyond. As of the latest project, a 

total of 42 ramps: 29 in Shelby County, 11 in other 

KY counties and 2 in TN. That’s taking our vision: 

“To e changed by Christ, to love and serve in the 

streets of Shelbyville and the world” to heart and 

making it real.  

The inspiration for such a project is attributed by 

its champion, David Pratt, to Clarence ‘Buck’ 

Frazier. David explains, “In the late ‘90s, Buck, as 

he was fondly called, led Centenary’s Methodist 

Men on a mission to make a member’s life more 

independent. He spearheaded fundraising that 

eventually allowed the purchase of a wheelchair 

accessible van for a handicap driver. I see the 

Ramp Building Ministry the next step in Buck’s 

efforts to help the disabled.”  

A Mission To Love 

What Pratt and the rest of Cen-

tenary’s Mission Team did not 

figure is how this ministry has at-

tracted so many members to grab 

hammer and nails, ruler and saws 

to pitch-in to help. Typically 13 to 

15 members ranging from age 10 

to almost 90 have  participated in 

a ramp build that could take one to 

two days of actual building time. 

One day the call for ramp builders 

netted 27 volunteers. And, David 

says, “that’s not even counting the 

people who bring food, come to 

encourage the workers, or visit the 

ramp recipient.” 

Jan Huggins, left, checks David Pratt as he inspects the 

levelness of a board Jan is ready to nail in place. Jan is just 

one of many women who have helped build ramps.   

Lunch time. Youth, Mattie Greulich, Graycee Pratt and Olivia Krauss help 

themselves as Matt Bell, David Pratt and Raley Suter continue to work. Lois 

Newton and son, Randy, provided the lunch.  



The other ministry surprise is the 

partnerships the ramp projects have 

created. They’ve let Centenary build 

relationships with other churches in-

cluding their youth groups; other 

charities; and even staff members of 

WAVE 3 TV.  

Trisha Hobbs has been a faithful 

member of the Ramp Ministry since 

2012. Trisha recalls she started,         

“When the Ramp Ministry allowed 

the 8th graders (which included her 

son, Brandon) to participate on a 

ramp build over their Spring Break in 

preparation for their upcoming sum-

mer mission trip to Nashville, TN 

where they were going to be building 

ramps.  Since then I have participated 

with fifteen ramps.” 

Trisha, says, “What I enjoy most 

about the Ramp Ministry is the inter-

action between the generations of 

workers.  Team members such as 

David Pratt, Clyde Tharp, John 

Foster, Barry Sanford (and many 

others over the years) are wonderful 

at showing the youth how to use the 

power tools.  They are patient and 

explain why we do things the way 

we do.  

Trisha adds, “On our ramp builds 

there is always great fellow-

ship.  There is also a task for every 

skill level.  If you are unable to carry 

boards, use power drills and saws, 

lay decking, make spindles, or other 

building  tasks, then providing snacks 

or a light lunch is an option or sitting and visiting with the resident is another option.  I have been very blessed 

through my participation with the Ramp Ministry and encourage everyone to consider joining us.” 

David is also pleased that two other Centenary ministries are partnering with the Ramp Ministry. “Quilters do-

nate a lap quilt to the person receiving the ramp and Evangelism provides a goodie bag which includes infor-

mation on Centenary.”  

David Pratt practices “measure twice, cut once”, while Dickie Phillips 

and Barry Sanford share some good natured kidding.  
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